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Daniel deNoyelles Interview
03 December 1974
by Robert Burghardt

RB  This is Bob Burghardt speaking with Dan deNoyelles about his recollections of
living in the north Rockland scene, I asked Dan to talk about this, and maybe later on
we’ll discuss other topics of interest. Okay, Dan.

DAN  Well, my father came back to Haverstraw in 1905 in order to run the brickyards,
since my grandfather was getting a little old. We first moved to a house on Allison
Avenue although some of the other deNoyelleses lived on the other side, on Front Street.
The house you mentioned is where Taubes lived, that was built in the early 1800s by an
ancestor of mine; and if you notice, if you look closely at that house you will see a very
distinct dividing line. It proves out the fact that the early houses were built very small
and additions were made on — I think that you recall a lot of the Colonial houses in
Rockland County ... Mr. Meyer always says the very smallest part of the house is the
first part. The house just north of the Taubes was also built by my grandfather in about
1863. 1 think you know that wonderful, big, old brick house that is sort of going to rack
and ruin. That was built for his bride — he was married in 1863 and built that then.

And of course, there were five mansions. Front Street, of course, was really a
street of millionaires. Mr. Forrest (?), who was head of the quarry lived in the house just
north of South Street, on the north corner of South Street and Front Street. He lived
there; his family eventually became millionaires in the stone business. Those other fine
mansions were mansions of bankers, brickmakers, storekeepers.

RB  What about the Hedges, what about the one they call the Hedges mansion?. That
was the Warren Hotel, wasn’t it?

DdN  You’re right, it was the Warren Hotel. Now that was a beautiful estate. There
was a tremendous big fountain when I was a kid, and I think the remains of that fountain
can still be seen there in the front yard of that house. As far as I know — of course, when
1 was a youngster, it was the Hedges” house. It was a wonderful house. They were
connected, of course, with the brick business and a lot of the other industries in the
county.

RB  Right next to it is the house with the white columns. I was told that was owned
by Captain Woolsey of the Emeline; is that correct?

DdN Captain Woolsey of the Emeline. If the house right across the street hadn’t been
there, he would have been able to look right down on his ships. He owned both the
Emeline and the Chrystenah. And it seems unfortunate in the rough winter of 1917 and
1918 the Emeline sunk at the dock. Captain Woolsey was the last one off the boat. In
fact, his friends had to almost drag him off the boat. It was a winter in which we saw
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temperatures of 20 below zero around here and there was at least a foot to 18 inches of
ice on the Hudson, clear across.

RB  Clear across.

DdN  Clear across. We skated across. I think you realize, in those days, there was
nothing to break up the river. Today the icebreakers, together with the oil boats going up
and down are keeping the Hudson broken up. But, in those days, when the Hudson froze
over, you were in for the rest of the season.

Strangely, there was a gap of about 50 feet where the boats went through where
the blocks of ice would freeze together. And that area, you had to walk across if you
were skating, let’s say, to Ossining, or Sing Sing, or Croton across the river. Most of us
kids always skated across the river — it’s about four miles wide. It was a good skate.

RB  Right now, I’d like to have you zero in on what it was like to live. Now what
mansion are we talking about. The one above 9W or the one on Allison Street, if you
remember?

DdN  Well, of course, the one on 9W was by far the finest house, the biggest house.
The house on Allison Avenue was a much smaller house and our family was much
smaller then — there were only three children, then. And, of course, two were born in that
house and then in 1913 and in 1914; 9W went through in 1912 and 1913, and then my
father built the place up on 9W where the nursing home is today.

RB  How old would you have been at that time, in 1913?

DAN  Well, I was about ten years of age when we moved up there. I must say -- of
course, we farmed — it was quite a farm. We had Louis Dentner (?) who was a butcher
for Sappah’s Meat Market. We had 400 chickens, and we had about ten pigs and a cow
and we farmed from the back of the house to the foot of the mountain and to the east
where the road is now, 9W is, where all those garages are, was a farm. In fact, when 9W
widened, the stone was dumped there and that’s where all those garages and there’s a
tavern or two there now, but that was a farm when [ was a kid. It overlooked the
brickyards and so my father could walk right down, or ride a horse and buggy.

RB  When someone walked —

DdN  Across 9W down through the field, across the tracks or another field down to the
brickyards.

RB  Now, what are your recollections as a young kid living in a house that size?
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DAN  Well, I don’t think there’s any finer place to bring up children than on a farm. All
of us had our little garden patches. All of us were interested in going up to the chicken
house and collecting eggs.

RB  Your mother?

DdN  We had an uncle, seven children, mother and father, and, of course, we had
servants along with that. So most every meal there was 13, 14, or 15 people that sat
down.

RB  How many servants did you have?

DAN  Well, we generally had two. In the wintertime, we had local people, but in the
summertime when the fine Negro families came up from the south to work in the
brickyards my father would ask one or two of them to bring their wives along and those
women would work in our house — either washwomen or cooks or whatnot to help my
mother.

RB  Did your mother ...

DAN My mother was born n Germany, came to this country about 1880 when she was
about four years of age. You know what the Germans are — her cooking was economical.
She worked right in with everybody. Of course, a lot of us kids did, too. I remember we
used to have an awful lot of berries up in the mountains there together with the berries we
cultivated and of course one of my favorites was jelly. In August, about the time that
raspberries and blackberries and gooseberries were coming into season, my mother would
say, “Well, you eat the most of the jelly so you better stand here over this stove and stir
T

RB  Wood stove or coal stove?

DdN Coal stove. And, well, the kitchen — it was a tremendous big kitchen. In fact, in
the wintertime in the cozy evenings we would eat supper in the family kitchen which was
very comfortable with the coal stove going all the time. It was a lot cozier there than
sitting in the big separate dining room.

RB  How was the house heated, by the way?

DAN  The house was heated with coal. Generally, the coal was left over from the kilns
in the brickyard. We used to take coal, mostly, anthracite, of course, to burn the kilns.
Later on when anthracite got too expensive, we burned soft coal in the kilns. We would
take the coal which was left over from the end of the brickmaking season and bring it up
to the house. We would burn it in the furnace then.

RB ... Inever saw a livery stable. Was there a livery stable for the house?
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DdN  No, no. Of course -- we had no horses. We generally — we walked until we got
an automobile in the 1900s about 1923, my father bought our first automobile.

RB  You had no horse?

DdN  Well, we either walked to the railroad station and took the train or we walked to
town and took the steamboat or we walked here, we walked there. A few people in
Haverstraw had automobiles, but my father was sort of against an automobile, and we
didn’t buy it until his friends actually nagged him into it. But we walked.

RB  Was your father considered one of the prominent citizens of the Village of
Haverstraw? Or was he not to be prominent enough to be one of the main —

DdN  Well, I think most of the brickmakers, same as my family, ... he was a director in
the National Bank of Haverstraw in the early 1920s. And he had known Colonel
Ruppert, and he was taught earlier, then he trained the Ruppert stable horses for years,
and then worked in the American Ice Company which the Ruppert’s had owned.

Haverstraw, of course, had a lot of prominent people.
RB I was wondering if you, as a child, got invited into any the big mansions, say the
Hedges or the Allisons or the Filors or places like that? Or were they considered too

sophisticated for a brickyard owner?

DdN  1don’t think they were too sophisticated, Bob, but I don’t think our family was
that social. Some of those families were society families.

RB  That’s what I was trying, more or less, to ask.

DdN I think our family was more of a business family. Idid go around a lot with my
father as he interviewed brickmakers and I went to a lot of the meetings in Newburgh
which the brickmakers used to have in the Spring in order to settle wages and a few other
things that might come up before the season started.

I went a lot of times to the New York meetings, but our family didn’t go in much
for dancing, social events.

RB  Did you have banquets at your house, big balls or anything like that?

DdN  Well, the times we did was the time when my sisters turned 16. The Sweet
Sixteen ...

RB  That’s what I ... When a young girl came of age in Haverstraw in society --
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DAN  Well, Sweet Sixteen parties used to be a standard then, I think, with all the
families in Haverstraw. When my two sisters became sixteen - Harriet became sixteen
in 1917 and Frances in 1919, but my Aunt in New York would come up, bring an
orchestra, bring all kinds of food, have it catered for the event — the furniture would be
pushed to one side and the Victrola, the old Edison cylinder records, would be put on the
Edison machine to play dance music and of course we would dance, have games —

RB  This would be indoors? Depending on the time of year?

DdN  Indoors, yes. Well, now, my sister Harriet became sixteen in November, so it was
indoors. We had two fireplaces, and the fireplaces would be ablaze, the dining room, of
course, would be set with all kinds of favors and you can imagine even when our family
would seat 15 or 16 for each meal, you know how big the dining hall was, the tables —

RB  Icanimagine. A dining room and a parlor?

DdAN  The dining room and the parlor, and what we called a sitting room was on the
same side—

RB  The south side.
DdN  -- with a sort of opening in between.
RB  Sliding door in those times?

DdN  Yes. You could make one big room out of it. Of course, we had a tremendous
big middle vestibule, you might call it, or opening that was more a vestibule and to the
north of the house was what we called the parlor. The parlor was only used for weddings
and funerals, things like that. The furniture was so old-fashioned — it was hard to sit on.

1 don’t know what it was composed with, it was too hard to be comfortable so we always
sat in the living room mostly rather than in this big open room that I will call a vestibule.
Of course, in there was a big fireplace, it was nice to sit in front of that in the winter
evenings.

RB  Were there any weddings in the house?

DAN  Yes. Well, my sister Frances was married there and of course, I was married
there.

RB  You were? Was the ceremony in the house or in the church?

DAN It was also in the house. These wonderful old mansions were really beautiful.
For instance, in the wintertime, we wouldn’t have to go to the Village for any supplies,
maybe for sugar, spices or stuff like that, because we had tremendous big bins of onions,
potatoes, beets, everything that you could think of in the cellar. For instance, we might
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have as many as 20,000 potatoes. We might have a pig or two hung up. This German
gardener that we had, Louis Dentner, Louis would make a barrel of sauerkraut. When we
had excess eggs in the summertime, my mother would — what she called a water glass —
we would put the eggs in this water glass and those eggs were good for cooking, they
weren’t good for hard boiled eggs or boiled eggs, but —

RB  You had live-in help, I presume? You mentioned you had two servants normally,
were they live-in help?

DAN  Well, most of them -- in the wintertime didn’t live in the house. There were
families in Haverstraw which had servants that lived in the house, but ours didn’t. Ours
either lived in Haverstraw and either walked to come down to the house, but of course,
with a lot of kids, the kids had chores to do, too, so there wasn’t too much needed in the
wintertime when the colored people had gone back to the south. There wasn’t too much
need for servants then. All of us children had chores that we had to do before we went to
school.

RB  When you — rich — I was wondering were any comments made among the citizens
of Haverstraw Village that your father chose to build his new house so far away from the
center where society was, which was the Hudson Avenue side.

DdAN  Well, Bob, I think he saw — he knew that 9W was going to go through and he saw
that it was going to open up a lot of the outside limits of Haverstraw. The brickyards —
the deNoyelles family owned that land up there anyway. In fact, they owned up to the
top of the High Tor from this old grant they had from the 1700s. They already had the
land, 9W was coming through, which was going to be a tremendous improvement. So he
thought it was a nice place to live.

Of course, those two big houses at the south end of Hudson Avenue —
RB  What about those? I’ve often seen them. They must have been people of wealth.
DdN  The gardener’s home built them in about 1855 or 1860. They were fabulous
mansions. I think both of them had 13 fireplaces in it, they had marble from Italy, the
mantle pieces. Black walnut was most of the trim and the vast amount of rooms —

RB  They were in the brick business?

DAN  They were in the brick business. Of course they were sort of on the up limits of
Haverstraw.

RB  They really were.

DdN  There were other families who lived outside of Haverstraw. Of course, in those
days, we didn’t really need police protection or some of these other things we do today,
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s0 it wasn’t any real harm or limits, secluded, as we were. We were perhaps a mile from
the school and most of us walked, of course, to school in the morning, then back for
lunch and walked back to school after lunch, and then back again after the school day
was over. So we walked to school four times a day. We’d bring a lunch on rainy or
snowy days, but the other days we walked.

RB I wondered, too; it’s interesting to know that you had a bit of change in the
community. About what year would you say that the ... became Hudson Avenue as
compared to Front Street and down by the River?

DdAN  Well, Front Street, really stayed fashionable up until the 1930s. Hudson Avenue
became fashionable about 1900.

RB  Why? Was there any reason why?

DAN  Well, there was a nice view of the Hudson from Hudson Avenue and the relatives
or neighbors were nice families, wealthy; some of them were average wealthy and some
were more than average wealthy. People just started to move away from the river, and,
of course, the railroad had gone through about the 1880s and the depot was at the head of
Main Street. And 9W was going through. The plans for the main road had gone through,
s0, a lot of people thought to move closer to the railroad.

RB  Which moved up first, the church went up first, or the church followed the
people?

DAN  Well, the church followed the people. The Presbyterian Church was built in 1909
or its first service was held in 1909 and ... Their old church on Tenth Street which had
been built in 1848 or 1846, I’'m not sure. But the big old frame church sort of got
dilapidated. The brickmakers — many were Presbyterian and they decided to make a
church on Hudson Avenue.

RB  Especially, I intend to take a class down there with you. On Front Street where
the mansions were, on Second Street were all the stables there. Was that the pattern ... to
have stables on the back street?

DdN  Well, Front Street happened to be that way. Now, on the west side of Second
Street, there were fine little homes and families.

RB  Werethey ...
DAN  Some of them did. Some of them were storekeepers and businessmen. In fact,

Third Street and Fourth Street were still very nice streets. 1 don’t say it was the strata of
wealth, but all those streets there — South Street, Middle Street were all good, average,
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American citizens, some were quite well to do. They were storekeepers, professional
men. But, the streets have changed an awful lot.

RB  Yes.
DdAN  To the north of Main Street, Broad Street was really a wonderful street.

RB I think ... those three big houses there now, what kind of people would have
owned them? Were they businessmen?

DAN  Well, they were businessmen. I remember the Reynolds family, the Doyles had a
big store on the corner of Wayne Street and Broad. The Burtons (?) lived on Broad Street
— there were a lot of wealthy, and industrious men that lived on Broad Street. The streets
were all a lot different than they are today.

RB  And they naturally had brick sidewalks. Was that required?

DAN  Most of them did. Although, flagging was sort of popular. There are still a lot of
brick sidewalks and brick gutters.

RB ... what was flagging?

DAN  Well, it’s a stone pavement that tended to be used in a lot of the old streets. They
have flagging yet, on them. But the early streets were made of brick as you can see over
on Tenth Street and ... Street, and Broad Street, yet. Some of the brick sidewalks and
brick gutters. Now, the streets weren’t paved until around 1912, so the streets were dirt
and the gutters were brick to carry the water off.

DdAN  Broadway was the street where a lot of local people raced their horses; up and
down Broadway until they got the stone pavement. A lot of the old streets have flagging
yet on them. But the early streets were made of bricks as you can see over on Tenth
Street and Division Street and Broad Street yet. Some of the brick sidewalks have brick
gutters.

Now, the streets weren’t paved until 1912 so the streets were dirt and the gutters
were brick to carry the water off. Broadway, as I said, was a brick street until 1912. And
that was the street in which a lot of the local people raced their horses up and down
Broadway until they got to be too noisy and the people complained about it, and then
they went to Hudson Avenue so they could race their horses on Hudson Avenue, again
until people complained.

RB  You know, what kind of intrigued me is — we talk about 9W ... obviously is a dirt
road, but could you describe how you come up to Haverstraw from the south, in the old
days by horse and buggy.
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DdAN  Well, you would come up what is now 9W until the Long Clove. The Long Clove
went under the railroad — the Long Clove is really a part of old Kings Highway which
came up from Tappan, back of the mountains, up through Valley Cottage and on towards
Haverstraw which ended at Stony Point.

So, you would come that far to the Long Clove and go under the railroad and go
on to what is now Riverside Avenue. And Riverside Avenue goes into West Street and
West Street into Broadway and on up through West Haverstraw and you come back into
what is 9W today. Now, that was about the old Kings Highway, that’s the only way you
could get in.

In 1917, Haverstraw got the contract to lower the Short Clove and in 1917, World
War I had just started or we had just gotten into it, the United States. Then the
supervisors of the county decided the road was important for the war effort so they went
ahead and they lowered Short Clove to where it is today.

RB  What do you mean by lowered? I don’t quite follow that.
DAN  Well, you know there is quite a cut in the mountain where the quarry is.
RB  Yes.

DdN  Well, you can imagine where it was almost impassable before that cut was made
to lower it down to where you could go down to intersect with 9W.

RB  Isee.

DdAN That’s why ... why they call it a cut. Well, I call it the Short Clove. And that’s
why, Bob, I consider the new History Center of the Historical Society over on Zukor
Road in New City as having been built of Haverstraw brick. Now that house is supposed
to have been constructed in 1834 and I can just imagine Haverstraw booming with
brickmaking in 1834, some historians say that is English brick, but I'm going to take a
closer look at that building some day. I cannot think that Haverstraw, with a tremendous
industry about four miles away, that it could have been made out of anything but
Haverstraw brick.

If you go through the Short Clove sometimes and look at the height of the cut,
you can see that it was almost impassable with a horse and wagon until 1917 when the
cut — when the road was lowered.

RB  It’s bad enough right now as it is.

DAN  WEell, it’s steep enough, but at least you can get through it. But, in those days —so
all the traffic came up the old Kings Highway, back of all the villages, back of the
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mountains, came out on the river at the Long Clove, followed Riverside Avenue, through
Haverstraw, up through West Haverstraw to that corner where the Empire National Bank
is.

RB  Iknow where 9W is now is where Pat... had his iron ... on the old maps.
(portion not legible)

DdN It’s about — when you talk about life in 50, 60, 70 years ago, you realize that a lot
of us didn’t go to stores to buy things. Now, we had a dressmaker who would come to
your house, you would have to make a schedule for her maybe a month in advance to get
her services. Miss Bertha ... her name was, and she would come to your house and make
clothes for the family. Some families she would stay a week, some two weeks, some
three weeks, until all the clothes for the family were made.

RB  Shelived in?

DAN  Well, she lived on Hudson Avenue or up that way and she would walk to your
house. You have to realize that a lot of the girls in Haverstraw were cooks and
dressmakers, you might call it, because Kings Daughters Library, upstairs there were
classes for cooking and sewing. A lot of these girls were expert sewers and chefs, if you
want to call it that.

RB I was just thinking as you were saying that about getting to the village, ... the
women were never out of the house. Didn’t your mother complain about that -- being up
there where the pipes are, miles from downtown, that she never got out of the house,
things like that?

DAN  Well, truthfully, that was a complaint, yes. The women didn’t get out of the
house, you can see with seven children and grandfathers and grandmothers and aunts and
uncles and the running of the house, it must have been a tremendous job. In later years,
my father and mother did take some trips to South America, cruises, and like that. But
that didn’t happen too often.

RB  You youngsters pretty much tied her to the house.

DAN Yes. They were really tied down, they didn’t have too much — although there
were six family taverns, that’s it.

For instance, Thanksgiving and Christmas were tremendous gatherings, or
Sunday afternoons was a time for people to visit one another. And our tremendous big
porch -- as you know, you painted that house up there long before it was destroyed — that
we would have maybe 15 or 20 people on that porch on a Sunday afternoon. One of the
fascinating things for me is to listen to the old horse race stories because my grandfather
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had his own racing stable in the 1870s, 1880s. Of course, as I mentioned, my father had
trained horses for Ruppert ... there were a lot of stories about horse racing. I think all
the brickmakers breeded Jersey horses because they went to the brickyards with their
trotting horses, and if you were riding alongside of them you would probably get a
challenge right then and there to race your horse against your neighbor’s horse.

RB  Well, this is a day before telephones so you didn’t call up and say “I'd like to
visit,” you just came.

DAN  Yes, you just came. Sunday afternoon was — you always set aside and wondered
who was going to come, but you knew somebody was going to come. It was a thing to
visit. I mentioned a few people had automobiles, not too many, and if you didn’t have an
automobile somebody would call you and say, “Well, we’re going up to the DeNoyelles’,
this afternoon, do you want a ride?” A lot of people combined their rides, the few that
had automobiles. But Sunday afternoons you really kept the house straightened up a bit
and the kids sort of clean — cleaner than usual because you knew either relatives or
friends were going to call.

1 think it was a custom that most people visited a lot more.

RB I remember that, too. Of course, working hard at the brickyards all week, you
needed that day of rest to get a breath. Did they work at the yards on Saturdays in those
days?

DAN  About six days a week was common. In fact, a lot of families worked seven days
aweek. The brick that you made on Saturdays would have to be taken care of on
Sunday so a lot of these Italian families or some of the Hungarian or Polish families, they
would get their kids out there to pick up the bricks that you had made Saturday and had
dried over Saturday night, and picked them up on Sunday.

RB  Would that be against the very strong religious feelings of those times to work on
Saturday?

DdN Did you say Saturday?
RB  No, Sabbath.

DdN  No, I don’t think so, Bob. The people went to church but they picked the hour;
most of those people were Catholic and they picked the Mass they wanted to go to and
they had their Mass and they would take off and put on their work clothes and the kids
would go along with their fathers, they would pick up a couple of bricks at a time while
the father picked up six or eight.

RB  Now, was this brick for their own use or was this — the company had to have it for
production billing?
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DAN  The company needed it — most of Haverstraw had open yards so that if you made
brick on Saturday you wouldn’t want to see a storm come up on Sunday and wash the
iron oxide off the brick — so the sooner you got the brick picked up and covered, the
better off you were. And a lot of these families were big families, lots of children, they
needed — this was extra money —

RB  Isee.

DdN - that they would get for this.

RB  For the average person Sunday was a quiet day.
DAN  Yes, sitting on the big porches and visiting.

RB  How about in the wintertime, you couldn’t sit out doors, obviously. Did you visit
in the wintertime?

DAN  Oh, yes. Well, in the wintertime, of course, a lot of people stayed home a lot
more than they did — they had libraries at home.

RB  Did you have a room called the library?

DAN  No, our sitting room had five or six bookcases around the walls so that we had
maybe 400 or 500 books in these bookcases.

RB At the time your father built that house, it was already wired for electricity, wasn’t
it?

DAN  Yes. It had been wired for electricity. And of course, the kids like the house
being three stories and if you want to add the basement, it had four. We had an inside
telephone — it was a system of buttons. If kids were a little late for school on the third
floor, my mother would push this button and telephone bell would ring — if you wanted to
answer, you could pick up the receiver and talk to her. If not, you knew that it was time
to get up and get breakfast and get to school.

RB  Isee. When did your family sell that house?

DAN  Well, we sold it in 1937. In those Depression Days, big houses were a liability.
RB  Were your parents still living when the house was sold?

DAN  No, both of them had died in 1927. My brothers and sisters and their wives and
husbands lived there until 1937. And, like a lot of families, they wanted their own homes

and their own — you could realize that house, I think, in 1915 or 14, cost my father about
16,000 to build. It sold in 1937 for 7500.
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At one time the Japanese Ambassador to the United States came up the Hudson
one time on business and he had seen the house and I think he had a celebration at Bear
Mountain at the time and he spoke to my father about buying it. Of course, property at
that time when he wanted to buy it in the 1920s, it might have — could have been sold for
$75,000. That was the asking price. But, of course, very few of your — lived through the

Depression in the 1930s to know the steps that real estate had fallen to. Big houses were
an absolute liability on the real estate market.

RB  Was this a private house when it was sold after 19372

DdAN  Well, it was a tavern for a while, about a year or two. And then Mr. Crowley, that
was in 1971, and then this nursing home was put up there. They lowered the level of the
lot. Some day I would like to go up in the back there and we had orchards in the back —
one time I was up there I saw the foundations of our old chicken house, the foundations —
we had to drill a well, of course, there wasn’t any water out that way. We had a big tank
just below the mountain to hold the water. Someday, I’ll probably go up and see the
relics of some of these old places where I played as a kid. We had a couple of forts built
up there which we —

RB  (portion not legible.)

DdN  Yes, well, the kids would stay downstairs, but certainly in the sitting room with
two fireplaces going and we would get a lot of wood from the brickyards as we repaired
some of the barges, the big timbers would come off and we would bring them up. And
the kids would fall asleep in front of the fireplace and had to be carried upstairs.

RB I was wondering, too —
DdAN  We went to school, I should say the high school —

RB  Were you considered like the rich kid by the kids whose fathers worked in the
brickyards? You were bound to have friends because you would be the brickyard
owner’s son.

DAN  Well, I don’t really think so. Of course, we used to get comments. When kids
used to work on the brickyards in the summertime in between school — at vacation time.
And a lot of the fellows would kid me and say, “Well, if I had your money, I’d never be
down here at 5 o’clock in the morning trucking out brick.” But that didn’t seem to
bother me. All the youngsters from the high school would work on the yard and maybe
earn 2 or $300 during the summertime. I had a lot of friends. I played on the school
teams, ran cross-country, played baseball, basketball, football in Haverstraw had been
discontinued in 1917 when one boy had been killed on a sandlot and it wasn’t revived
until about 1933 or 1935 in high school.
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RB Yes. That was like a big marsh, wasn’t it?

DeN  Well, all of them had a certain amount of tremendous clay pack. The clay that
came out of the excavation for that middle school, we took down to the brickyards and
made brick out it.

RB I thought that school was built on piles?

DeN Well, I think it’s on piles in order to keep it from settling. There were a couple of
clay holes which the Archer’s had made but believe you were around here then. We used
to play baseball there. Maybe some of my old pictures would show where the clay holes

were and they were actually ponds filled with water. The one where Meyer’s corner is on

RB  Iknow — (not legible).
‘What was the better way to go to New York — by the Erie or the West Shore?

DAN  Well, the West Shore was the nicest one. Of course, earlier if you wanted to take
the steamboat, the Chrystenah went down and stopped at about six ports on the way down
— Nyack, well then it went on the other side of the river to Yonkers and a few other places
and went down to New York City.

The West Shore was, of course, the nicest way for us. Wonderful service. I think
there might have been 30 trains in and out of Haverstraw in those days. Of course, you
had to take the ferry ride to 4™ Street, from Weehawken or down to Cortland Street
which was a beautiful place.

RB  Iremember those when I was a kid. It was a long ride from Weehawken to
Cortland Street.

DdN It was about a half hour to Cortland Street, and fifteen to twenty minutes to cross
to 42™ Street.

RB  Businessmen had a chance to relax from Cortland Street.

DdN  Years ago, we had wonderful railroad service. I think somebody is going to regret
having given up the railroads.

RB  Ithink they are regretting it already.

DdN Maybe it will be revived some day. Of course, they still have the one track and
the roadbed so it might be too hard to put the second track down.
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RB  Youknow, I had read and saw in the old magazines they picked the — come
through the cut on a switchback. Do you remember that? Or was that before your time?

DdN Idon’t remember the switchback. The station for the switchback was about
where the Transit Company’s office is now. And that — it did go up the Short Clove on a
sort of a switchback idea. This, of course, was before 9W and it went around the back of
the mountain and then it came out about where the West Shore is today. In 1890, when
the tunnel was cut through the mountain, the railroad, of course, then straightened out and
they came through the tunnel and along the riverbank there; and they did away with the
switchback railroad, in other words. And that put the depot up on Main Street at that
time.

RB  Is that the depot there (built with) Haverstraw brick?

DdN 1don’t know, but it might be. There are ways of telling where some of the bricks
are made, but it changed with bricks so cheap a few blocks away -- It might have been
built with a face brick — we never made face brick in the Hudson River Valley. We just
made —

RB  When did the deNoyelles company move out?

DAN  Well, 1942 was the last -- the deNoyelles company sold out in 1936 to the
Rockland Brick Company which my cousins and Mr. Carroll in New York City operated.

RB  What was their ...?
DdN RBC.
(End of tape.)
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